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Note: Complete Form Packets are separate from these permit conditions 

 

General Requirements 

 

1. These conditions apply to pesticides containing chloropicrin as the sole active ingredient.  Users shall 

comply with product labeling, permit conditions, condition attachments and pesticide laws and regulations.  

When requirements differ, the most stringent requirement shall be followed, unless there is specific 

guidance about exceptions.  These permit conditions do not apply to non-field fumigations, including 

greenhouses, potting soil, and golf courses. 

 

2. It is the responsibility of both the property operator and pest control business (PCB) to comply with product 

label instructions, pesticide regulations and permit conditions.  Failure to comply may result in an 

administrative penalty consisting of a fine to one or both parties. 

 

3. All complaints of pesticide exposure or unsafe conditions shall be reported to the Agricultural 

Commissioner as soon as possible and no later than the next workday.  After normal working hours, leave a 

message at 781-5910.  

 

4. The application block size is limited to 40 acres at one location within a 24-hour period.  An application 

block is a field or portion of a field treated with a fumigant in any 24- hour period. 

 

5. No application shall commence or continue when air temperatures reach 85°F at the application site.  

 

6. The permit applicant shall provide a Soil Fumigation Plan and site map.  The plan and site map are 

conditions of the permit.  Indicate the following information in your fumigation plan and site map:  

 

http://www.sloag.org/
mailto:AgCommSLO@co.slo.ca.us
mailto:AgCommSLO@co.slo.ca.us
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a. The time (within a 12-hour window) that each application is scheduled to commence. 

b. The California Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) approved 60% totally impermeable film 

(TIF) tarps to be used. 

c. All TIF tarps purchased after June 1, 2016 must be identified with the manufacturers’ printing of the 

tarp name and lot number.  For tarps purchased prior to June 1, 2016, a copy of the tarp invoice or 

similar document must be provided. 

d. If the fumigant is applied in strips, bedded or by drip irrigation, the calculations to determine the 

broadcast equivalent application rate shall be included with the Soil Fumigation Plan.  See the 

Calculating the Broadcast Equivalent Application Rate form included on the product label and in 

these permit conditions.  Express the broadcast equivalent in pounds of active ingredient per acre.  

e. If required by the product label or by the Agricultural Commissioner, designate which type of 

Emergency Preparedness will be used: Fumigant Site Monitoring or Response Information for 

Neighbors.  

f. The site map must include:  

 The number, acreage and outline of proposed application block(s). 

 The buffer zone size for each block and the location of the buffer zone edges. 

 The application block dimensions. 

 The approximate location of buffer zone signs and treated block(s) warning signs.   

 Roadways, rights-of-ways, easements and sidewalks or other permanent walking paths. 

 The location of the water sources to be used for the chemigation (if applicable). 

 The proposed injection point(s), if known. 

 The location of the property operator’s backflow prevention set up (if applicable). 

 The location of any wells within 100 feet of the proposed fumigation site. 

 The location of all difficult to evacuate sites (as defined in the product label) within ¼ mile 

of the fumigation site.   

 The location with a description of structures and bystander areas within 300 feet of the 

outer perimeter of the buffer zone.  

 The location and distances to sensitive areas, as determined by the Agricultural 

Commissioner. 

 

7. The Soil Fumigation Plan shall be submitted and approved prior to submittal of the Notice of Intent (NOI). 

Please note it may take several days for the Soil Fumigation Plan to be approved; submitting the plan a 

week prior to the NOI is recommended. 

 

8. Chloropicrin shall be applied only by a PCB appropriately licensed by the DPR. 

 

9. Additional conditions may be required by the Agricultural Commissioner and specified in 

supplemental permit conditions. 
 

Chemigation System (Drip Irrigation)  

 

1. The grower or grower’s representative, who has the authority to control the activities at the site, and is 

knowledgeable about the irrigation system, shall be present at the treatment site during the application.  This 

representative shall be trained in general pesticide safety and product label in accordance with California 

Code of Regulations (CCR) Section 6724. 

 

2. Prior to the application, a test of the chemigation system shall be performed by running water through the 

system to check for pressure variation, clogged emitters and leaks.  The pressure must not exceed the 

pressure rating of the drip tape and the pressure variation in the drip tape throughout the field must be less 

than three pounds per square inch (3 psi).  The drip system must be free of leaks and clogged emitters.   
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3. Prior to the application, all row end drip tape connections at the lay flat, and any lay flat fitting connections, 

must be covered with a tarpaulin consistent with that used for the application. 

 

4. During the application, a pressure gauge shall be employed on each block to be fumigated to ensure that the 

burst strength or connection strength does not exceed the drip tape manufacturer’s maximum pressure 

specification.  

 

5. A field monitor, trained in general pesticide safety and on the product label in accordance with CCR Section 

6724, must be at the application site at all times during the application in order to identify any leaks or 

product puddling at the soil surface.   

 

6. Do not allow treatment solution to accumulate on the soil surface.  If puddling or run-off occurs, discontinue 

the application immediately, and cover with soil or with the type of tarp used for the application. 

 

7. When modifying an irrigation block to reduce the application block size within a field, the drip tape and the 

tarp must be cut to clearly define the edge of the treatment area. To prevent leaks, crimp or tie off the drip 

tape up-stream of the cut.  

 

8. After the application, the drip system must be flushed with a volume of water at least three times the volume 

of the mainline and lateral lines of the system.   

 

Tarps 

 

1. Only Tarps listed on the DPR approved TIF tarp list are allowed for fumigant products with chloropicrin as 

the sole active ingredient.  DPR’s list of approved TIF tarps can be found at 

http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/emon/pubs/tac/chlorop.htm. 

 

2. All TIF tarps purchased after June 1, 2016 must be identified with the manufacturers’ printing of the tarp 

name and lot number.  For tarps purchased prior to June 1, 2016, a copy of the tarp invoice or similar 

document must be provided. 

 

3. Tarps are considered part of the application equipment and must be kept in good repair throughout the 

application. Tape used for repairs must be of a type compatible with the tarp used for the application. 

 

4. Metallized tarps are not allowed to be used. 

 

5. Untarped applications are not allowed. 

 

6. Tarps must not be perforated until a minimum of 9 days (216 hours) have elapsed after the application is 

complete, and must not be removed for a minimum of one (1) day (24 hours) after perforation, unless a 

weather condition exists which necessitates early tarp perforation or removal as specified by the label. 

 

Notice of Intents (NOI) 

 

1. NOIs must be submitted by 2:00 pm, 2 days (48 hours) prior to the proposed application. NOIs for 

applications planned for Sundays or Mondays must be submitted no later than 2:00 pm on the previous 

Thursday.  

 

2. For multiple blocks fumigated sequentially, submit one NOI with a block schedule or a separate NOI for 

each block. 

 

http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/emon/pubs/tac/chlorop.htm
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3. A valid recommendation from a registered pest control adviser shall be submitted before the NOI is 

accepted and the application is allowed.   

 

4. In addition to information required in Title 3 CCR 6434(b), the following information must be submitted 

with the NOI (if not previously submitted with the Soil Fumigation Plan):  

a. Fumigation Notice form, if applicable (English/Spanish, when applicable). 

b. Notification Log with a site map of the adjacent sites numbered to correspond to the Notification 

Log’s numbering system (if applicable). 

c. Written permission to allow a buffer zone to extend onto adjoining property (if applicable). 

d. Vacating agreement(s) for the resident(s) of any structure within the buffer zone (if applicable). 

 

5. The fumigation cannot begin sooner than the time listed on the NOI and must begin within 12 hours of the 

scheduled time. Any change in the NOI, including but not limited to acreage, scheduling, or buffer zones, 

must be submitted in writing for approval by the Agricultural Commissioner. The 48-hour waiting period 

may be waived by the Agricultural Commissioner. 

 

Emergency Preparedness and Response Measures  

 

1. If product label Emergency Preparedness and Response Measures are triggered, then the certified applicator 

must declare on the Soil Fumigation Plan which method of emergency preparedness will be followed:   

Fumigant Site Monitoring or Response Information for Neighbors.  

 

2. If site monitoring is chosen as the method of Emergency Preparedness, the field must be monitored eight 

times during the duration of the buffer zone.  Four of those eight times must be within one hour of midnight 

and one hour of noon.  

 

3. The Emergency Preparedness and Response site monitoring must be conducted as follows: 

a. Monitoring must be done at the outer perimeter of the buffer zone. 

b. The wind direction and time noted must be included in the Post Application Summary. 

c. Monitoring must be done in at least two different locations along the perimeter of the buffer 

zone, including:  

 Downwind of the application block 

 In the direction of all residences, businesses, and bystander areas that trigger the 

Emergency Preparedness and Response Measures. 

 On calm days, monitoring must be done along all buffer zone sides. 

d. The person conducting the monitoring must have full olfactory capabilities (e.g. must not be 

impaired by allergies or head colds). 

4. If the monitor experiences sensory irritation triggering the emergency response plan, the County 

Agricultural Commissioner must be notified.  After normal working hours, leave a message at 781-5910. 

 

5. If Neighbor Notification is selected as the method of Emergency Preparedness, the Response Information 

for neighbors must be provided one week prior to the application and be in both English and Spanish. 

 

6. The County Agricultural Commissioner must be notified immediately if the Emergency Response Plan is 

implemented.  After normal working hours, leave a message at 781-5910. 

 

7. Additional information may be required on certain sites. 
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Application Restrictions near Difficult to Evacuate Sites 

  

1. Schools are considered occupied when they are in session, scheduled to be in session and/or hosting public 

events at the school site while the buffer zone is in effect. 

 

2. A school is defined as an institution for the instruction of children from kindergarten through high school. 

Also included are daycare centers and preschools, as defined in the Health and Safety Code Section 

1596.76.  "Day care center" means any child day care facility other than a family day care home, and 

includes infant centers, preschools, extended day care facilities, and school age child care centers. 

 

3. Day care centers and other difficult to evacuate sites are listed at the following website: 

http://ccld.ca.gov/PG3581.htm  For example; select “child care center” as the facility type and the ZIP code, 

city, county or area code to find the names and addresses of the child care centers in a specific area. 

 

Buffer Zones 

 

1. The buffer zone is measured from the perimeter of the application block.  Restrictions apply from the start 

of the application until the expiration of the buffer zone period. 

 

2. The only buffer zone reduction credit allowed is for tarps assigned 60% credit listed on the DPR approved 

TIF tarp list.  DPR’s list of approved TIF tarps can be found at 

http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/emon/pubs/tac/chlorop.htm. 

 

3. Buffer zones are in effect at the start of the application and shall remain in effect for a minimum of 48 hours 

after the application is complete. 

 

4. Non-handlers, including but not limited to fieldworkers, residents, pedestrians, lunch truck personnel and 

other bystanders shall be excluded from the buffer zone during the buffer zone period. 

 

5. Buffer zones shall not contain occupied structures.  All structures within the buffer zones shall be vacated 

and Vacating Agreements must be signed by the resident/property operator and submitted to the Agricultural 

Commissioner prior to approval of the NOI.  See Vacating Agreement form.  

 

6. Buffer zones shall not extend onto adjoining properties, unless written permission has been obtained from 

the adjoining resident/property operator and submitted to the Agricultural Commissioner prior to approval 

of the NOI.  See Permission for a Fumigant Buffer Zone to Extend On to Adjoining Property form.   

  
7. Buffer zones shall not extend onto bystander areas. A bystander area is any area used or visited by people on 

a daily basis, including parks, playgrounds, lakes, reservoirs, bus stops, and other similar areas where 

groups of people visit, or other areas identified by the Agricultural Commissioner. 

 

8. The Agricultural Commissioner may deny or add restrictions for buffer zones that extend onto or across 

transit sites (streets, highways, railroads, etc.). 

 

9. Buffer zone size for drip irrigation, strip or bedded applications shall be determined by using the broadcast 

equivalent application rate which must be calculated using one of the formulas provided on the Calculating 

the Broadcast Equivalent Application Rate form provided with these permit conditions.  Please show your 

calculations on the bottom of the form. 

 

10. The buffer zone size shall be determined using Buffer Zone Tables 1-4, included in these permit conditions 

and found in DPR’s Chloropicrin and Chloropicrin in Combination with Other Products (Field Fumigant) 

http://ccld.ca.gov/PG3581.htm
http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/emon/pubs/tac/chlorop.htm
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Interim Recommended Conditions (Appendix K), then applying the broadcast equivalent if applicable.  The 

broadcast equivalent is in pounds of active ingredient per acre.  Tables 1-4 are for TIF tarp applications and 

already have the 60% reduction credit applied. 

 

11. The minimum buffer zone distance is 25 feet. 

12. Before the start of the application, the certified applicator must determine whether their buffer zone will 

overlap with any other buffer zone(s) associated with a product containing chloropicrin.  Buffer zones must 

not overlap unless a minimum of 12 hours have elapsed from the time the earlier application is complete 

until the start of the later application and Fumigant Site Monitoring or Response Information for neighbors 

have been implemented, if there are any residences or businesses within 300 feet of any of the buffer zones. 

 

13. If buffer zones for two or more applications of any products containing chloropicrin overlap within 36 

hours from the time the earlier application is complete until the start of the later application, the 

following restrictions apply:  

 Combined acreage of all application blocks shall not exceed 40 acres. 

 Buffer zone distance for TIF blocks shall be based on individual block application method, 

application rate and acreage using the appropriate table included in these permit conditions. 

 

Posting Requirements 

1. The supervising certified applicator shall ensure that both the treated field and the buffer zone around the 

treated field are posted with warning signs, no sooner than 24 hours prior to the start of the application.  

a. Buffer zones must be posted whether they exist on the property under the control of the fumigating 

property operator or on adjoining property.  

b. The buffer zone warning signs shall be placed along the outside perimeter of the buffer zone; at all 

corners, at intervals of every 200 feet, and at all points of entry into the buffer zone.  

c. If multiple contiguous blocks are fumigated within a 14 day period, the entire periphery of the 

contiguous blocks’ buffer zones may be posted.  If posting multiple contiguous blocks, the signs 

must remain posted until the buffer zone of the last fumigated block has expired. 

d. The Agricultural Commissioner may allow exceptions to posting requirements which shall be 

specified in the supplemental permit conditions.  

 

2. The property operator shall maintain the posting of the warning signs around the treated field after the 

application, and remove the signs within 3 days after the expiration of the Entry Restricted Period and prior 

to allowing workers into the treated block. 

 

3. The property operator shall maintain the posting of the buffer zone for 48 hours (duration of the buffer 

zone), and remove the buffer zone signs within 3 days after the end of the buffer zone period.  If posting 

multiple contiguous blocks (Posting Requirements 1.b., above), then the signs must remain posted until the 

last buffer zone period expires.  The signs must be removed within 3 days after the buffer zone period of the 

last block has expired and prior to allowing workers into the buffer zone area. 
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CALCULATING THE BROADCAST EQUIVALENT APPLICATION RATE 

 

EXPRESS BROADCAST EQUIVALENT IN POUNDS OF ACTIVE INGREDIENT 

PLEASE SHOW CALCULATIONS BELOW 
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Table 1. Broadcast Shank Application Method 
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Table 1 (continued).  Broadcast Shank Application Method 
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Table 2.  Bed Shank Injection Application Method 
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Table 3. Deep, Strip Injection Application Method 
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Table 4.  Drip Chemigation Application Method 

 

 


